
Sec. 29.35.145. Regulation of firearms and knives. 

Article 02. MANDATORY AREAWIDE POWERS  

(a) The authority to regulate firearms and knives is reserved to the state, and, except as specifically 

provided by statute, a municipality may not enact or enforce an ordinance regulating the possession, 

ownership, sale, transfer, use, carrying, transportation, licensing, taxation, or registration of firearms or 

knives. 

(b) Municipalities may enact and enforce ordinances 

  (1) that are identical to state law and that have the same penalty as provided for by state law; 

  (2) restricting the discharge of firearms in any portion of their respective jurisdictions where 

there is a reasonable likelihood that people, domestic animals, or property will be jeopardized; 

ordinances enacted or enforced under this paragraph may not abridge the right of the individual 

guaranteed by art. I, sec. 19, Constitution of the State of Alaska, to bear arms in defense of self or 

others; 

  (3) restricting the areas in their respective jurisdictions in which firearms or knives may be sold; 

a business selling firearms or knives may not be treated more restrictively than other businesses located 

within the same zone; and 

  (4) prohibiting the possession of firearms or knives in the restricted access area of municipal 

government buildings; the municipal assembly shall post notice of the prohibition against possession of 

firearms or knives at each entrance to the restricted access area. 

(c) The prohibition on taxation in (a) of this section does not include imposition of a sales tax that is 

levied on all products sold within a municipality. 

(d) This section applies to home rule and general law municipalities. 

(e) In this section, 

  (1) "firearms" includes firearms, or any other element relating to firearms or parts thereof 

including ammunition and reloading components; 

  (2) "restricted access area" means the area beyond a secure point where visitors are screened 

and does not include common areas of ingress and egress open to the general public. 

 


